Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.040; wR factor = 0.103; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.7.
The Cu II atom in the title complex, [Cu(C 18 H 21 N 2 O 2 )-(C 2 H 3 O 2 )], is tetracoordinated by two N atoms and two O atoms, of which one O atom is attributed to the acetate group and the other atoms are from the tridentate salicylideneiminate ligand, forming a slight distorted square-planar environment. The other acetate O atom exhibits a very weak intramolecular interaction toward the Cu atom, the Cu-O distance of 2.771 (2) Å being shorter than the van der Waals radii for Cu and O atoms (2.92 Å ). Furthermore, there are weak intermolecular interactions, in which the bonding O atom of the acetate group can bridge to the Cu atom of another complex, and the distance of 2.523 (2) Å is about 0.4 Å shorter than the van der Waals Cu-O distance in other crystal structures. (1998, 1999) .
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Experimental
Crystal data [Cu(C 18 , Mw/Mn = 10.3) with a turnover frequency of 6.9 h 
The ligand, 5-methoxy-2-{1-[2-(dimethylamino)ethylimino]benzyl}phenol was prepared by the reaction in which 2-dimethylaminoethylamine (1.95 g, 22.1 mmol) and 5-methoxy-2-hydroxybenzophenone (4.60 g, 20.2 mmol) in refluxed ethanol (30 ml) for 24 h (Fig. 2) . Volatile materials were removed under vacuum and the resulting solid was recrystallized from slowly cooling a hot hexane (40 ml) solution giving yellow powders (yield: 71%). The title complex was synthes- 2H 2 O (0.398 g, 2.0 mmol) was refluxed in EtOH (30 ml) for 3 h and the volatile materials were removed under vacuum giving green crystalline solid (Fig. 2) . The resulting precipitate was crystallized from EtOH to yield green crystals.
Refinement
The C-bound H atoms were placed in calculated positions (C-H = 0.93-0.96 Å) and included in the refinement in the riding-model approximation, with U iso (H) = 1.2 or 1.5U eq (C).
Figures Fig. 1 . A view of the molecular structure of I with the atom numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. H atoms are presented as a small spheres of arbitrary radius. Primary atom site location: Direct Extinction correction: none 
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